GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

terns for the integration of the Western world leave somebody
out who ought to be included and try to take somebody in who
is not quite ready to commit himself absolutely. A European
union without Britain or America will lack the power to contain
Germany and to allay the rightful fears of other peoples on the
Continent. An Atlantic union makes too sharp a distinction be-
tween European and Asiatic nations. We must not confront
India with absolute choices in this contest, for instance. All
consistent schemes for unity tend to be irrelevant. What is im-
portant is that nations which have been thrown into a genuine
community of common destiny should express their sense of
that community through loyalty and a sense of continuing
responsibility.

We cannot come to terms with the problem of Germany and
Western civilization without finally introducing that strange
new element in the equation, namely, our own country. The
fateful events of the past decades in which Germany was de-
stroyed as a great power and which reduced Britain to second-
ary rank have lifted us up to a precarious eminence in the com-
munity of nations. We have achieved this position primarily
through our technical efficiency and our economic might. There
are certain hazards to the success of the grand alliance of free
nations which derive primarily from our position in this grand
alliance. We will be the more likely to succeed if we are modest
enough to admit these hazards. In every case our relations to
Germany, which we have in special tutelage, are but vivid
symbols of the total relation which we have to the European
world.

The encouragement of a laissez faire economic policy by us in
Germany, even though we are not solely responsible for this
dangerous venture in a poor world, is symptomatic of the dan-
gerous parochialism of American political thought in its relation
to Europe and Asia. We are inclined, because of our wealth and
other fortunate conditions of our existence, to trust purely auto-
matic controls of economic process and to express an abhorrence
of political power which gives an unjustified moral advantage
to the position of economic power in modern society. We are, in
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